
Jovard Preval 

Academy Charter High School 

 

Tuskegee Airmen Essay Contest 

 

Many years ago, there was a prominent group called the Tuskegee Airmen. Back in their 

day they were the first black Americans to fly for the U.S. Army. They followed six guiding 

principles. In this essay, I am going to explain how the six guiding principles will help me 

achieve my goal.  

In a period where blacks were struggling in America, Tuskegee Airmen eventually 

changed the way the military was and led to integration in America. Under the 

Roosevelt/Truman era, there was a time in the military when blacks and whites were separate. 

The Army Air Corp did not want to teach aerodynamics to blacks who were passionate about 

being a part of the military and serving their country. This then caused the NAACP to address 

these problems to the President at the time. (1) 

Under pressure, the President ordered the program to teach the young black pilots to learn 

how to fly. The war played a huge role and changed people’s minds regarding 

segregation.  While in combat, something incredible happened. Pilots who flew the Redtails 

never lost a single person, meaning that no pilot or aircraft was destroyed or injured. (1) 

Despite this, in 1945 there was an incident that happened when black bomber pilots were 

trained at the Freeman Airbase Field. It was the scene of a racial incident that made many 

Americans angry and thus causing the military to re-evaluate its racial policies. (1) 

In conclusion, with the six guiding principles, all men followed the rules as stated when 

they were participating in the war. On top of that, they were unfortunately discriminated against. 

One of these principles was no matter what color you are, you are qualified and are able-bodied 

to serve, so never quit. Another principle is being brave and courageous doing so much for the 

country and putting it ahead of others, so Aim High and Believe in Yourself. The last two 

principles was that they were always ready to win and were always ready to go and as a result 

they never lost a bomber.   
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