CAF RISE ABOVE®

Inspiring young people to RISE ABOVE adversity using the lessons and stories
of the Tuskegee Airmen and the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP).
June 2022

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

2022 AirVenture, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Come visit the CAF Rise Above Traveling Exhibit at KidVenture and meet
Tuskegee Airmen Lt Col James Harvey and Lt Col George Hardy
July 25-30, 2021

Lt. Col. James Harvey III is best known as the first
African American USAF jet fighter combat pilot
to fight in the Korean War. Harvey and his 332nd
Fighter Group Weapons pilot team won the USAF’s
inaugural “Gunnery Meet” team competition
in 1949. He was recently granted his wish to
be honored for the 1949 inaugural ‘Top Gun’
competition win. His story was captured and told
in this 10-minute documentary, The Untold Story
of the First Top Gun Competition.
Click here to read his profile.

Lt. Col. George Hardy is an American retired pilot and
military officer. In World War II Hardy served with the
Tuskegee Airmen and flew 21 combat missions. In the
Korean War he flew 45 combat mission as the pilot of
a bomber. In the Vietnam War Hardy flew 70 combat
missions piloting an AC-119K gunship.
In this interview he reflects on his service and his
experiences since.
Click here to read his profile.

Thank you to our
Ambassadors for
being our “Boots on
the Ground!”
If you are interested in joining
our team, please go to our
website at cafriseabove.org
and find out how you can
become a CAF RISE ABOVE
Ambassador today!
Ambassador Bryan Mettler

Ambassador Milton McGee

Thank you to the Brown Family for stopping by to see us!

The local Boys and Girls club from Fort Wayne
stopped by to see the movie!

I learned that even if you think
you can’t do ot you can and all
you need is hope. You need to
believe in yourself.
The Six Principles are like life
goals - they are helpful and you
can make a life with them. The
movie was inspirational.
Thanks! Aniyan Kittrell
Edwin A. Lee School, Springfield,
IL

FEATURED TUSKEGEE AIRMEN PROFILE
John G. Roundtree, Sr.
1920 - 2004
Thank you to John G. Roundtree, II for submitting this information in honor of his
father.
If lives are pebbles tossed in a pond- disappearing quickly but leaving an everexpanding circle of ripple - John G. Roundtree, Sr. was no pebble.
He was a rock!
Mr. Roundtree’s life’s work encompassed being a public-school teacher,
administrator, a founding father &volunteer of a variety of cultural organizations, a
Tuskegee Airman and a loving husband and father.
“He urged young people to get an education, and to learn about their heritage and
the wonders of the world around them” said Mr. Roundtree’s son, John II.
He was a gentleman’s gentleman. Mr. Roundtree was born in Valdosta, GA and
moved to Detroit, MI early in his childhood. He called Detroit his home until his
passing on 15 November 2004. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Edith, his
daughter - Kay Penson and son - John G. Roundtree, II.
As a young man, he became a Master Sergeant in the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), never hesitating to jump into the
trenches wielding a shovel to get the job done, despite his rank.
His love of flight led him to join the Tuskegee Airmen, a pioneering group of African-American pilots trained to fly combat
aircraft during WWII. The Tuskegee Airmen were not only unique in their military record, but they inspired revolutionary
reform in the armed forces, paving the way for integration of the Armed Services in the U.S. The largely college educated
Tuskegee Airmen overcame the enormous challenges of prejudice and discrimination, succeeding, despite obstacles that
threatened failure. These men were in fact, exceptional in their willingness to put their lives on the line to defend the rights
they were denied at home.
It was later that he found his most revered career as an educator/administrator in the Detroit Public School System. He began
teaching history and then on to Asst. Principal/Principal at various schools in the metro-Detroit area. Generations of children
learned to smooth out differences amid racial strife transcending skin color and stereotypes under his tutelage & supervision.
His educational mission thrived outside the school walls as well. His work with the Detroit Institute of Arts, Friends of
African-American Art, New Detroit and the Yankee Air Museum lives on today. He was also instrumental in the preservation
of Historic Fort Wayne.
His dedication to aviation, history and education, will be remembered for years to come.

Learn more about the CAF Red Tail Squadron, whose mission is sharing the inspiring legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen,
America’s first black military pilots and their support personnel. Their strength, courage, and ability to triumph over
adversity during WWII can serve to inspire others about how to succeed today.

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN QUOTE OF THE MONTH
When asked about his thoughts on racism in America he responded, “I did feel it was ironic that we
were fighting a fascist country for one that was, in our estimation, almost as bad. You wondered
whether it was worthwhile but I thought that Hitler and Germany were a greater risk to us as
black people than the racism in America. It was a more virulent type and I was very set on doing
everything I could to stop it. I always thought when this is over, they’ll change”.
~Tuskegee Airman 1st Lt. Lee “Buddy” Archer, Jr., 302nd Fighter Squadron

The ground crewmembers prepare to load (there appear to be 500 lbs) bombs on the 332nd Fighter Group’s
P-51 Mustang aircraft. The bombs were towed on specially-built trailers from the bomb dump to the flight line.
From the Col. Roosevelt J. Lewis (USAF. Ret) collection, Moton Field, Tuskegee, Alabama.

FEATURED WASP PROFILE
Frances Fortune Grimes
1914 - March 27, 1944
Class: 43-W-3
Entered Army Air Force flight training: Avenger Field,
Sweetwater, Texas, January 15, 1943
Graduated: July 3, 1943
Training location: Houston Municipal Airport (Tex.) and Avenger
Field (Sweetwater, Tex.)
Assignment: Ferry pilot
Assigned Bases: Love Field (Dallas, Tex.) and Camp Davis Army
Air Field (N.C.)
Planes flown: A-24 and A-25
Frances entered WASP flight training at Houston Municipal Airport,
Houston, Texas on January 15, 1943 and graduated at Avenger Field,
Sweetwater, Texas, July 3, 1943. She completed her training as part
of the class 43-W-3 on July, 3, 1943, and was designated a ferry pilot,
assigned to Love Field in Dallas. From there she served at Camp
Davis, North Carolina, before arriving at Otis Field on December
15, 1943.
Her active-duty assignment was to the 5th FG/ATC at Love Field, Dallas, Texas.
On March 27, 1944, Frances was killed shortly after take-off from Otis Field. The aircraft was an RA-24B, (42-54552),
the army’s version of the U.S. Navy’s SBD Dauntless dive bomber. Shortly after taking off, the plane developed engine
trouble and dove into the ground.
She was 32-years-old at the time of her death.
Three other WASP pilots were also serving at Otis Field at the time: Shirley Ingalls, Mildred A. Toner, and Mary L.
Leatherbee, acted as pallbearers at Miss Grimes funeral held at Camp Edwards.
This was the second fatal accident involving the same type of aircraft from Otis Field within three weeks. On March
3, 1944, another RA-24B (42-54555) crashed near the entrance of Woods Hole Harbor killing the pilot, 2nd Lt. Joseph
H. Gardner, 29.
Read her complete profile online!

Learn more about the RISE ABOVE: WASP, whose mission is sharing the story of the Women Airforce Service
Pilots in order to inspire others, especially girls and young women, to RISE ABOVE expectations and find a
greater appreciation of their potential.

WASP QUOTE OF THE MONTH
I thought, “Well, what better way to serve my country than to fly and do the thing that I love most,
and I didn’t have to pay for the gas.”
WASP Violet Clara Thurn Cowden, Class 43-W-4

The journey of female pilots in military aviation began in 1942, when they were first employed by the Ferrying
Division of the U.S. Army Air Corps Transportation Command to help meet the need for personnel. After entering
World War II, female pilots were ultimately used to fly U.S. Army Air Forces aircraft within the United States. (U.S.
Air Force courtesy photo)

Educational resources!
Find a wealth of information about the Tuskegee Airmen or WASP, educational resources and more. Look
for RESOURCES in the menu bar!
Our free, downloadable RISE ABOVE Resource Kits provides users access to posters featuring the Six
Guiding Principles, PowerPoint’s, classroom activities and a wealth of material about the Tuskegee Airmen
and the WASP.
Purchase dog tags featuring the Six Guiding Principles, DVDs, and other materials to enhance your classroom
activities in the online store.

WE LOVE THESE ENDORSEMENTS!
“The legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen motivated and inspired me
in my own 30-year career in the Air Force, and when I learned
about the work of the CAF Red Tail Squadron, I knew I wanted
to get on board. The way the Squadron presents the legacy of
the Airmen is inspirational and takes people to greater heights.
I am a supporter because the story of the Tuskegee Airmen’s
grit, determination, persistence and ability to make it against
overwhelming odds is something we can all learn from, and the
CAF Red Tail Squadron is working hard to ensure that people
of all ages across the country have the opportunity to hear that
important message.”
~ Col Quentin Smith Jr., USAF (Retired)

WE NEED YOU!
Please help us ensure that the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen and WASP is passed on to future generations,
so that their strength of character, courage and ability to triumph over adversity may serve as a means to
inspire others to RISE ABOVE obstacles in their own lives and achieve their goals!
Give online, or call 888-928-0188, or by mail at:
CAF RISE ABOVE
PO Box 416
Red Wing, MN 55066
The CAF RISE ABOVE® is an educational outreach program of the Commemorative Air Force, (CAF) a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. Your contribution is tax deductible less the value of the benefits given
in return for your contribution noted above, if any. CAF FEIN # 74-1484491

SHOP WITH WITH A PURPOSE!
Find great treasures AND honor the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen and WASP!

Visit our online store. Shipping is included for state-side orders!

Apparel -Tuskegee Airmen

Apparel - WASP

Books - Tuskegee Airmen

Gifts

DVDs and Resources

Books - WASP

Sale items

For $99 you can join the exclusive ranks of the Top Flight Club!
There’s no better way to support our mission to educate, inspire, and honor through flight
and living history experiences than by joining a Top Flight Club!

Why 99? (for each membership)
Join RISE ABOVE: RED TAIL
The 99th was originally formed as the U.S. Army Air
Forces’ first African American fighter squadron, then
known as the 99th Pursuit Squadron. The personnel
received their initial flight training at Tuskegee, Alabama
earning them the nickname Tuskegee Airmen.

Join RISE ABOVE: WASP
The Ninety-Nines was founded November 2, 1929, at
Curtiss Field, Valley Stream, Long Island, New York. All
117 women pilots at the time were invited to assemble
in mutual support of the advancement of women in
aviation. In 1942 members of the Ninety-Nines were
asked to join the Women Air Force Service Pilots
(WASP) class of 43-W-1 in Houston, Texas.

I See No Problem-The Story of the Southern Minnesota Wing of the
CAF Ghost Squadron
Over five years in the making, the much anticipated, limited edition,
hardcover book, “I See No Problem” recounting the early history of
the Southern Minnesota Wing of the Commemorative Air Force. The
story is told with many hundreds of mostly previously unpublished
photos covering Wing history and Midwest Warbird operations from
the 50’s to today. Detailed histories of the aircraft of the time period
including the Red Tail Mustang and its restoration.
All net proceeds go to the Miss Mitchell Endowment Fund through
the American Airpower Heritage Foundation of Minnesota.
Order your copy today!

Photo courtesy Ken Mist

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please mail correspondence or
donations to our home office at:
CAF RISE ABOVE®
PO Box 416
Red Wing, MN 55066

To bring RISE ABOVE to
your event, contact:

For general inquiries,
contact:

Kristi Younkin
Senior Logistics Coordinator
logistics@cafriseabove.org
(479) 228-4520

LaVone Kay
Marketing Director & Donor Support
info@cafriseabove.org
(888) 928-0188

Doug Rozendaal
Squadron Leader
leader@cafriseabove.org

Melanie Burden
Volunteer Coordinator
volunteer@cafriseabove.org

Kim Pardon
Public Relations/Media
PR@cafriseabove.org

Follow us on Facebook
CAF RISE ABOVE: Red Tail - Share the inspiring legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen, America’s first
black military pilots and their support personnel. Their strength, courage, and ability to triumph
over adversity during WWII can serve to inspire others about how to succeed today.
CAF RISE ABOVE: WASP - Share the story of the Women Airforce Service Pilots in order to
inspire others, especially girls and young women, to RISE ABOVE expectations and find a greater
appreciation of their potential.
Follow us on Instagram
Check out archived photos and highlights as we tour the country!
RISE ABOVE: Red Tail
RISE ABOVE: WASP

See us in action on YouTube
RISE ABOVE: Red Tail
RISE ABOVE: WASP

RISE ABOVE: Red Tail - Keep and eye on our blog and don’t miss out on a single story
Find an archive of all our best articles, featuring closer looks at original Tuskegee Airmen, the
P-51C Mustang Tuskegee Airmen, and many more in-depth stories in our blog. Check it out!

RISE ABOVE: Red Tail - Stay up to date in real time on Twitter
Join the conversation @cafredtail on Twitter! There’s a lot going on here and you don’t want
to miss it. Want to help educate others about the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen?
Retweet to spread the word!

Commemorative Air Force, CAF Red Tail Squadron, RISE ABOVE, Six Guiding Principles, Triumph Over Adversity,
RISE ABOVE: Red Tail, RISE ABOVE: WASP, RISE ABOVE Traveling Exhibit, and America’s Tribute to the Tuskegee
Airmen are trademarks of the Commemorative Air Force. All Rights Reserved.
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